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South County Dublin Association 
c/o St. Michael’s, Sydenham Villas,  

Dundrum, Dublin 14 
Tel: 01-298 2832 

 
Strategic Housing Unit, 
An Bord Pleanála,                            16 May 2022 
64 Marlborough Street, 
Dublin 1 
 
By email to strategichousing@pleanala.ie  
 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

Planning Application for Strategic Housing Development 
ABP-313281-22: "Barrington Tower", Brennanstown Road, Dublin 18.  
Applicant: Cairns Homes Properties Ltd. 
 

We make this observation on behalf of An Taisce in relation to the above application, in response to the 
notification from McGill Planning dated 11th April 2022. No fee is payable for this observation on behalf of 
An Taisce. 

The Site 
Barrington Tower, as a former folly, is recorded as a Protected Structure under RPS No. 1729 and is entered 
in the National Inventory of Architectural Heritage (“NIAH”) under Reg. No. 60260220. We attach an extract 
from Between the Mountains and the Sea by Peter Pearson, The O’Brien Press, 2007, which describes 
Barrington Tower and its relationship with the Barrington family’s house, Glendruid, and the Barrington 
family cemetery, as well as the Brennanstown cromlech (or portal tomb) and the river valley in which it 
stands. 
 
Barrington Tower is an important landmark site. We consider that the mass and height of the proposed 
development is too great for this important site looking across the valley. The design of the proposed 
blocks seems unimaginative for such an idyllic site. 
 
The Barrington Cemetery, which lies just to the south of the boundary of the site, is recorded as a Protected 
Structure under RPS No. 2066 as a private burial ground. The NIAH entry under Re. No. 60260219 describes 
it as a “Mausoleum” with a date of 1845-1850. The area in which it is located1 is zoned for Objective ‘F’ – 
“To preserve and provide for open space with ancillary active recreational amenities.” This ‘open space’ 
land extends along most of the southern boundary of the ‘residential’ site where the development is 
proposed. The southern part of the site is therefore in a Transitional Zonal Area (as defined at Section 
13.1.2 County Development Plan 2022-2028) and it is important to avoid an abrupt transition in scale. In 
our view, the proposed apartment buildings going up to 10 storeys would have a serious negative impact 
on the setting of the Protected Structure No. 2066 and would be detrimental to the amenities of the ‘open 
space’ land. We also consider that the proposed apartment blocks would be incongruous and overbearing 
in the context of the river valley that links the burial ground, the woodland and the portal tomb, as 

 
1 See Land Use Zoning Map 10 in the County Development Plan 2022-2028, top left-hand corner 
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described by Peter Pearson. We support the idea of improving public access to the valley and the portal 
tomb. 
 
Traffic and Transport 
We are concerned that the traffic on Brennanstown Road is already stressed, and the increased traffic 
would be dangerous, considering the new build and the proposed further build on this narrow road which 
cannot even accommodate a cycle lane. We direct attention to Specific Local Objection 73 on Maps 7 and 9 
of the County Development Plan 2022-2028: 

  73 To limit development along the Brennanstown Road to minor domestic infills and extensions 
until a Traffic Management Scheme for the area has been completed and its recommendations 
implemented.   

 
LUAS 
The application relies upon the Carrickmines stop on the LUAS Green line being within about 1 km. walking 
distance and the Brennanstown stop being accessible from the site if and when it is opened. 
 
The Traffic and Transport Assessment at Section 3.2.2 refers to a capacity assessment for the LUAS based 
upon additional passengers from the development being added to the loading on the Green Line. We 
consider that an application for development which relies on the LUAS Green Line should be assessed with 
regard to the capacity of the Green Line service to accommodate passengers not only from the current 
proposal (534 apartments) but also from the significant number of large scale proposals either granted or 
pending for sites on this corridor, including in particular the Cherrywood Planning Scheme (adjacent to the 
present application site) as well as numerous SHD permissions2 and proposals including the SHDs for the 
Central Mental Hospital site3 and Dundrum Village4. We consider that these developments, when occupied, 
will create capacity problems on the Luas Green Line in both directions. 
 
General 

Absence of comment from us about any issue is not to be taken as implying that we accept the Applicant’s 
position on that issue. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Andrew Parkes, for the Planning Sub-committee, 
An Taisce South County Dublin Association 

 

 
2 : PL06D.: 301522 Clay Farm; 302580 Glencairn; 303467 Avid, Carmanhall Road; 304405 Rockbrook, Carmanhall Road; 
304590 Walled Garden; 305261 Building 5, Dundrum Town Centre; 305949 Former Aldi site, Carmanhall road; 307415 
Lisieux Hall; 307545 Walled Garden 2; 307683 Green Acres 2; 308227 Murphystown Way; 309026 Golf Lane; 309828 
Aiken’s Village; 310138 Mount St. Mary’s, 311287 Frankfort Castle; 311540 St. Joseph’s; 311722 Blackthorn 
Ave.;312170 Marmalade Lane; 
3 www.dundrumcentralresidential.ie 
4 www.dundrumvillageshd.ie 














